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Near the back of the Schweiz Luftpost

Handbuch there is a little section for SCADTA.
There we can see the stamps that were used to
send SCADTA mail from Switzerland. But what
is — or was — SCADTA? We can read that it was
Sociedad Colombo-Alemana de Transportes
Aereos. But there is much more to the story!

1n 1919, transportation in Colombia was
very difficult. Much of the country was
mountainous, and roads were primitive at best.
To get from Barranquilla on the coast to the
capital city of Bogota took about two weeks of
river, train, and again river travel. Other
interior cities and towns were equally
inaccessible. 1n 1919, two German businessmen,
Albert Tietjen and Wilhelm Keammerer,  SCADTA cover with stamps of the second Swiss SCADTA issue

together with six Colombians, formed a company to connect Colombian cities and towns by air. They
bought two Junkers JU-13 war surplus planes, and hired Wilhelm Schnurbusch — later known in
Colombia as Don Guillermo — an experienced Navy aeronautical engineer with a remarkable record in
airplane design, construction, maintenance, and actual flight performance. With him came to other
capable Germans, Fritz Hammer and Helmuth von Krohn. SCADTA was the first commercial airline
in the western hemisphere. German experts and planes were available because of the restrictions
placed on German aviation after World War 1.

The men and planes arrived in 1920, and after
considerable engineering work on the planes and on a ground
servicing network, they were ready to fly. The planes had
been converted into seaplanes, which could use the
Magdalena River for landings and takeoffs. After successful
demonstration flights in October, the Colombian government
granted SCADTA their first exclusive airmail contract. The
contract included permission to sell SCADTA stamps (to be  One of the first two JU-13 Junkers hydroplanes

used alongside regular  used by SCADTA. (Hoffman, p. 54)

Colombian stamps for the non-air portions of their route).

By 1921 the airline was in full operation. 1t served
Barranquilla, several towns on the banks of the Magdalena
River, Bogota (not far from the Magdalena), and a few other
heretofore inaccessible coffee and mining centers. The flights,
twice a week, carried passengers, cargo, and mail. Financially,
it was squeaking by, but paying no salaries yet to its officers.

(Continued on page 15)
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From the President's
Album:

by Harlan F. Stone
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I wel-

come our newest member, Dana Nielsen of Sno-
homish, Washington, near Seattle, whom you
have elected Regional Trustee West. He has
been a member of AHPS and the earlier Swiss-
American Stamp Society for 35 years, specializ-
ing in Swiss stamps since his college days. Dana
is a leader of a group of Swiss collectors in the
Seattle area who meet monthly.

As of late January, 37 AHPS members
and friends had contributed $799 to our society,
taking advantage of our new IRS 50/(c)3 status
as a nonprofit, tax-free, educational organiza-
tion, which gives all contributors income tax de-
ductions equal to the amounts they donate. Not
knowing what impact our new educational
status would have, we are very pleased to re-
ceive this financial support from so many. Your
AHPS Board of Trustees thanks each one of you
for your donations. TELL will follow a policy of
listing all contributors except those who want to
remain anonymous.

In this issue of TELL, Editor George
Struble has added a mission statement that em-
phasizes the goals of our bimonthly journal,
which is the primary means of communication
among all AHPS members. The four goals in
this editorial statement emphasize the different
ways in which we want TELL to add to your
pleasure in collecting Swiss stamps, postal his-
tory and related literature.

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society
(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organiza-
tion with IRS 50/(c)3 status. AHPS is dedi-
cated to the advancement of Swiss philately
and building a community of members who
share an interest in Swiss philately.

TELL is the primary means of communica-
tion among AHPS members. The goals of
TELL are
• inform its readers about Swiss philately
• support the activities of AHPS
• provide publishing opportunities for re-

search in Swiss philately
• serve needs of AHPS members

A total of 27 AHPS members have con-
tributed to the draft of our proposed book Swiss
Stamps — Something for Everyone, either
through writing some of the text or providing
stamps and covers for scanning. All have re-
ceived an electronic copy of the book for final re-
view and changes. As Secretary Dick Hall wrote
in a distribution message, "I have been amazed
at the quality of material, both verbal and illus-
trative, you have provided." This has been truly
a group effort, which Dick has coordinated over
the past two years while writing a substantial
part of the book himself.

Pile into PIPEX
by George Struble

The dates are May 22 to 24, and the place
is Portland, Oregon. As I told the gang at
ROPEX last year, don't worry about the
weather. It's very easy; look for Mount Hood. If
you can see Mt. Hood, it's going to rain; if you
can't see Mt. Hood, it is raining! But it won't be
snowing, which we will appreciate after the De-
cember storm that prevented us from flying to
visit our grandchildren.

The stamp show will be at the Doubletree
Hotel Lloyd Center. Its address is /000 NE
Multnomah Street, Portland, OR 97232, its
phone number is /-800-996-05/0. The room rate
(be sure to mention PIPEX 2009) is $99/night for
a single room and $/09 for a double room (plus
tax of /2.5%). Reservations must be made by
April 2/, 2009.

The Doubletree is half a block from a
Max light rail line station, which provides easy
access from downtown or from Portland Airport.
Those of us over age 65 can use the "Honored
Citizen" rate of 95 cents on Max. There is also
easy access from I-5 and I-84.

An alternative housing option, suggested

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS conven-
tions and shows:

May 22-24, 2009: PIPEX — Portland, OR;
contact George Struble, 2/0 /8th St. NE, Sa-
lem, OR 9730/,gstruble@willamette.edu  

20/0: CHICAGOPEX — Chicago, IL

20//: NAPEX — Washington, DC
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to me by Bruce Marsden, is a hostel, which is
also affiliated with a couple of B&Bs. Check it
out at www.2oregonhostels.com .

PIPEX is holding frames for AHPS mem-
bers until March /; after that, the priority is to
fill the frames, so the locals (and others around
the country) will be accepted first-come-first-
served. The prospectus and application forms
can be downloaded from the website
www.nwfedstamps.org ; they are also available
from the exhibits chair Tony Wawrukiewicz, P O
Box /9568, Portland, OR 97280 or
tonywaw@spiritone.com, or from me. Bob
Zeigler will be the chief judge.

AHPS will host a seminar Friday after-
noon at 2:00. The focus of this seminar will be
Swiss philatelic connections to Liechtenstein.
Our seminar is always an enjoyable information-
sharing session with lots of "show and tell" and
"show and ask."

We will have an informal AHPS dinner at
The Rheinlander German restaurant Friday
evening. Please tell me you are coming, so I can
reserve the right space at the restaurant.

Saturday morning at /0:00 will be our
normal business meeting, and we look forward
to a swap session Sunday morning.

The awards banquet will be Saturday
evening; by the time you receive this, there may
be more details at the PIPEX website at
www.nwfedstamps.org
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Besides AHPS, other participating socie-
ties holding meetings include

• the United Postal Stationery Society
• the Auxiliary Markings group

There will also be meetings of the Ameri-
can Air Mail Society (AAMS) and the American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors (AAPE).

Be there or be square!

AHPS Auction 143
Prices realized
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Contributors to AHPS
in 2008

Now that AHPS is a nonprofit corpora-
tion, we can claim tax deductions for contribu-
tions to it. We thank the contributors in 2008
for their generosity. In addition, several mem-
bers waived the discount for early renewal of
their memberships. The total of the donations
came to $799.

Double Geneva ($/00 or more):
Emil L. Tobler
Heinrich K. Heissinger

Basel Dove ($50 to $99):
William F. Baumann
Roger S. Hinze
Robert G. Zeigler
Robert E. Juceam
Benjamin T. Wright

Strubel ($25 to $49)
Edward P. Manley
Jim Morrison
Kenneth J. Bell
Ernest L. Bergman
Anonymous (2)

Sitting Helvetia ($/0 to $24)
Robert Bruce Wilson
Richard J. Steeno
Steve P. Turchik
Anonymous (2)

Standing Helvetia (under $/0)
Clarence B. Gauldin
Elliot A. Landau
Brian A. King
Carl Heule
Pierre Hahn
Anonymous (2)

Member News
by George Struble

Eric Strebel tells me that his parents still
live in Switzerland, where he loves to go to visit
them. He has Swiss citizenship and speaks flu-
ent Schweizerdeutsch. Members who partici-
pated in ROPEX last spring remember that Eric
brought a digital microscope which he demon-
strated as a tool for philatelic research. He
plays hockey in a men's league, and every winter
builds an ice rink in his back yard for himself
and his two children.

Roger Heath also enjoys travel to Swit-
zerland. He most fondly remembers a cycling
trip in /989. He writes that he is no longer
working with TSA [the airport security people]
but is "sadly not retired!"

Ernie Bergman is settling into his new
digs at the retirement home; he doesn't have to
shovel snow this winter!

I am having a more hectic February than
even I want. I played in a cello octet concert,
and am co-chair of the annual district conference
of my church, in addition to doing people's taxes
as a volunteer in the AARP program. But at the
end of the month I escape to a hiking tour in
New Zealand!

The purpose of this column is to build
community among us by sharing news that
helps us relate to each other as people — friends!
— not just as fellow collectors. To help accom-
plish this, please give me news of yourself or
AHPS friends.
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Unique Postal Card Essay
by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH

There is an essay of Switzerland's
first postal card, contrary to what I re-
ported in "Switzerland's Postal Cards
1870-1905", published in the January 2009
issue of Tell. Georges Schild, past presi-
dent and past editor of the Swiss Society of
Collectors of Postal Stationery, included a
picture of this essay in a long article on the
introduction of postal cards in Switzerland
that he published in the society's journal
Der Ganzsachensammler, No. 53, Decem-
ber 1995. He informs me that he found this
only known example about 18 years ago in
a bundle of documents in the Swiss federal
archives.

In comparing the essay with the
first postal card issued in 1870, one sees an obvious difference in the much more ornate border. An-
other difference is the tri-lingual German/French/Italian three-sided heading "Swiss Postal Admini-
stration / Correspondence Card". Someone has made a hand-written correction in the text at the
bottom of the essay so the tri-lingual instruction for its use matches the final version that appears
near the top of the issued card. The instruction reads, "The reverse of the card is reserved for hand-
written communications."

Recent Swiss Exhibit
Winners
• Michael Peter, 1828-1845 French-Swiss

Cantonal Postal Treaty Accounting Marks ,
EFIRO 08 (Bucharest), vermeil; Swiss
Military Trains 1919-1921 (one frame),
EFIRO 08, silver.

• Harlan Stone, Sitting Helvetia 1862-1883,
EFIRO 08, gold, special prize; Swiss Do-
mestic and /nternational Postage Due
Charges 1862-1907, STAMPSHOW 08,
gold, Postal History Society medal; Swiss
Mobile Post Offices /ntroduction 1937-1938
(one frame), STAMPSHOW 08, silver; Ac-
ceptable Pre-UPU Postal Card Uses  (one
frame), COLLECTORS CLUB 08 (New
York), merit award; 1879-1892 Postal Re-
ply Cards in /nternational Mails  (one
frame), COLLECTORS CLUB 08, merit
award.

• George Struble, Development of Swiss Air-
mail to 1939, INDYPEX 08, gold, APS
1900-1940 medal, air mail award; PHILA-
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DELPHIA 08, gold, American Air Mail So-
ciety gold.

• Robert Zeigler, /nternational Refugee Or-
ganization 1948-1952 (one frame), INDY-
PEX 08, silver.

Letter to the Editor
I have seen in downloaded issues of

TELL that some members of your society are
interested in the Swiss meters marks. In Swit-
zerland, there are not many of us who continue
the work of H. D^rst. I am one of them, and if
you are interested, there are some publications
about Swiss meter stamps on the site
:www.cpde.ch/publications.html. The publica-
tions are in French because I have difficulties
writing in English.

Bernard Lachat
Cras du Mottet 5
CH-2824 VICQUES
Switzerland
b.d.lachat@bluewin.ch
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

As many of you know, I have started an e-mail alert/request function by which I send out e-
mails to all members for whom I have valid e-mail addresses when there is breaking news or a request
from a member for some information. The e-mails are sent as blind cc's to avoid unauthorized access
to members' e-mail addresses. If you are not receiving these it's because I don't have a valid e-mail
address for you. If you'd like to be added to the list, send me an e-mail (rtravis@alum.mit.edu ) and I'll
add you to the list. I bring this up because I will be using this column to relay answers I've received to
requests for information.

The first request for information had to do with the two types of the 1949 20c Grimsel Dam de-
finitive (Zumstein 301 and 301A). The question was what happened that necessitated the re-
engraving of the transfer die. Several members responded with the same answer which comes from
Max Hertsch's 1973 book Schweizer Briefmarken :

The original die was engraved too shallow and resulted in printing difficulties. It
had to be reworked, which resulted in two or three small differences, which, at the
time, went unnoticed. The rework was performed before the stamps were issued,
and the reworked stamps were issued first. The stamps from the shallow engraving
appeared between December 1949 and March 1950. Not until 1951 were the small
differences noticed by collectors. By this time all of these stamps had been sold.
Therefore, mint copies are today a small rarity.

This leads to the second question having to do with the horizontal base line on the little build-
ing — is the absence of this line enough to identify a stamp as being of the original die (Zumstein 301)?
Here a quote from Heinz Katcher in the Amateur Collector  Catalogue provides the answer:

The baseline of the house on the dam is not a criterion; it is only sometimes missing
on Die I [Zumstein 301] and mostly missing on the "worn plate" of Die II [Zumstein
301A] .

If you have a question that has been bugging you for years, this e-mail system is your opportu-
nity to plumb the depths of knowledge of our members. Drop me an e-mail and I'll send out the ques-
tion, it's that simple.

A significant birthday is being cele-
brated in Switzerland around the time you
will be receiving this issue of TELL. The
Swiss stamp designer Hans Erni will be 100
years old on February 21. He is still actively
creating new work and Swiss Post will be
issuing two stamps (shown to the right) in
his honor on March 5, 2009. These two
stamps are just the latest in a long line of
stamp designs by Erni dating back to the
1949 Pro Aero stamp. Happy Birthday
Hans!

Here is the latest installment in the post offices closings and changes.

1. On December 23, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

8158 Regensberg (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8157 Dielsdorf]
[K-cancel 658 was last used on that date]

8208 Schaffhausen 8 Kantonsspital (canton Schaffhausen)[assumed by 8200 Schaffhausen]
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First Day: Sept. 5, 1990
Designer: Hans Erni
Printer: Swiss PTT
Issue: 7,066,000

2. On December 24, 2008, the post office at 8093 Zürich ETH-H6nggerberg (canton Zürich) was closed
[assumed by 8093 Zürich 93 H6nggerberg]

3. On December 29, 2008, the post office at 6207 Nottwil Schweizer Paraplegiker-Zentrum
(canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6203 Sempach Station]
[K-cancel 1265a was last used on that date]

4. On December 30, 2008, the post office at 6986 Curio (canton Ticino) was closed
[assumed by 6986 Novaggio] [K-cancel 1508 was last used on that date]

5. On December 31, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

6994 Aranno (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6982 Agno]
6720 Campo (Blenio) (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6717 Torre]
6723 Prugiasco (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6717 Torre]

[K-cancel 1127a was last used on that date]
3756 Zwischenflüh (canton Bern) [assumed by 3753 Oey]

[K-cancel 1041 was last used on that date]

6. On January 17, 2009, the post office at 6235 Winikon (canton Luzern) was closed
[assumed by 6234 Triengen] [K-cancel 1212 was last used on that date]

7. On January 24, 2009, the post office at 3033 Wohlen  bei Bern (canton Bern) was closed
[assumed by 3033 Wohlen bei Bern (?)][K-cancel 397 was last used on that date]

8. On January 30, 2009, the post office at 3978 Flanthey (canton Valais) was closed
[assumed by 3977 Granges VS]

9. On January 31, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

1288 Aire-la-Ville (canton Genève) [assumed by 1213 Petit-Lancy]
1833 Les Avants (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1816 Chailly-Montreux]

[K-cancel 60a was last used on that date]
3972 Miège (canton Valais) [assumed by 3960 Sierre]
3765 Oberwil im Simmental (canton Bern) [assumed by 3766 Boltigen]

[K-cancel 1328 was last used on that date]

10. On February 5, 2009, the post office at 6288 Schongau (canton Luzern) was closed
[assumed by 6287 Aesch LU]

11. On February 6, 2009, the post office at 4497 Rünenberg (canton  Basel-Land) was closed
[assumed by 4460 Gelterkinden] [K-cancel 1186 was last used on that date]

Who's Who on Swiss Stamps:
Conrad Ferdinand
Meyer, writer

by Rudy Schaelchli
Conrad Ferdinand Meyer was born on
October 11, 1825 in Zürich, the scion of
an old patrician family. His young
years were overshadowed by his fa-
ther's early death, depression, and the
outbreak of a nervous disorder. The
result was the ending of his law studies
and a stay at a mental hospital. Later

he took trips to Germany, France, and Italy
that resulted in his admiration of the work of

Michelangelo, whose style was to
inspire his poetry and prose.

He disapproved the contem-
porary life in literature and turned
to historical themes. He married a
lady from a wealthy family in 1875,
moving to a villa in Kilchberg in
1877 where he wrote his best works.
Along with Jeremias Gotthelf and
Gottfried Keller, he ranks among
the best 19th century Swiss writers.
His illness returned in 1892, and he
died in 1898.
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AHPS AUCTION NUMBER 144
This sale starts off with an extensive group of Swiss philatelic literature. These classics are all

well conditioned, and will make wonderful additions to your philatelic library. A nice selection of
stamps follows, including several attractive Strubels. Be sure not to overlook the miscellaneous sec-
tion at the end, which includes several interesting large lots. In short, something for everyone! As
always, you are encouraged to bid early, high and often — and have fun!

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc ) as ap-
propriate. Values are from the 2009 Zumstein unless otherwise noted. Soldier stamps are cataloged
per Wittwer. Catalog value is converted to dollars at the rate SFr. 1 = US$ 0.90. Most lots are illus-
trated on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org .

Closing date for bids in this auction is March 26, 2009. Please send bids to auction manager
Gordon Trotter by one of the following means; E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps.org.  Mail: 10626 Fable
Row, Columbia, MD 21044. E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged. The deadline for
submitting lots for auction 145 is May 15, 2009. 
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AHPS Election Results
175 members voted in our election late

last fall. All nominees were elected:

President: 	 Harlan F. Stone
Vice-President: 	 Bruce Marsden
Secretary: 	 Richard T. Hall

Treasurer: 	 Harry C. Winter
Regional Trustee West: 	 Dana S. Nielsen
Regional Trustee Central: Michael Peter
Regional Trustee East: 	 Rudy Keller

We thank all our officers for their ser-
vice, and welcome Dana Nielsen as our newest
Trustee.
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society
Treasurer’s Report

Calendar Year 2008
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Centavo and peso values of the first
SCADTA stamps for Switzerland, with
handstamped S. (Luftpost Handbuch
2000, p. 443)

S CADTA (Continued from page 1)
Around Christmas 1920 a German named Dr. Peter von Bauer came to Barranquilla, was in-

troduced to the officers, and soon invested over $50,000 in the company. More planes! SCADTA pros-
pered with the help of this infusion of money, and expanded its routes in a modest way in the
Caribbean — but was turned down flat when it asked for permission to fly to the US. In 1927 it added
Buenaventura on the Pacific Coast to its routes.

SCADTA's request for US access at least spurred the US to action. Pan American was founded
in 1927 under the directorship of Juan Terry Trippe. After the economic crash of 1929, Colombia —
and SCADTA — found themselves in dire straits. In an agreement kept secret for several years, Pan
American bought half of Dr. von Bauer's SCADTA stock, and the two airlines cooperated for several
years.

But in the 1930s, Hitler and Germany were flexing their
power. The existence of SCADTA, with its close German connec-
tions and predominantly German staff, was seen as a serious
threat to the western hemisphere. In 1940, under pressure from
the United States, the president of Colombia nationalized all Co-
lombian airlines, and formed a new company, AVIANCA (Aero-
naves Nacionales de Colombia); Pan American, because of its
investment in SCADTA, held 65% of the stock. All the German
founders, stockholders, pilots, and other staff, were dismissed
forthwith — replaced by US staff who had been traveling incognito
on SCADTA for several weeks!

But What Does That Have to do with Switzerland?

November 1923 SCADTA cover from Switzerland, with stamps of
the first issue

The first Swiss SCADTA stamps were issued in 1923; the
1921 SCADTA stamps, with denominations 5 centavos to 3 pe-
sos (1 peso = 5 Swiss francs), were handstamped S in violet, but
by now if you see one, the violet has most likely faded to gray.
The mint stamps are not plentiful, and we must beware of for-
geries. Flown covers are scarce.

You recall that in the third paragraph I
cited the SCADTA contract from the Colombian
government that allowed SCADTA to sell its
own stamps. Not only did they sell their
stamps for use within Colombia; they had their
stamps overprinted for sale in many countries
for use on mail from those countries, to be car-
ried by SCADTA once it arrived in Colombia.
There were overprints for about two dozen
countries, and the letter S was used as an over-
print for Switzerland. These stamps were
available through the Colombian consulates in
each country, including Switzerland. SCADTA
mail from Switzerland was collected in Basel
and sent to Colombia from there. Letters from
Switzerland had to carry regular Swiss postage

as well as
the
SCADTA
stamps.

Centavo and peso values of the second
SCADTA issue used in Switzerland
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Centavo and peso values of the third
SCADTA issue used in Switzerland and
other countries. (Luftpost Handbuch 2000,
p. 445)

1930 Swiss cover with the third SCADTA issue. (Luftpost Hand-
buch, p. 444a)

The second issue for Switzerland, of January 1924, used a
machine overprint on 1923 SCADTA stamps. Among other
changes between the 1921 and 1923 basic stamps, the 1921
stamps show wheels on the plane, while the 1923 stamps show
pontoons; SCADTA planes were seaplanes through the 1920s.
The printed inscriptions are also slightly different. Denomina-
tions of the second issue go from 5 centavos to 5 pesos, and in-
clude — as in the first issue — an additional R overprint on some
20-centavos stamps for registered mail.

The third issue issued June 1 1929 was for use in ma, , , ny
countries, and those to be used from Switzerland were no different from those used in other countries.
Covers from Switzerland using these stamps
are very scarce.

At some time the use of SCADTA
stamps was phased out; I have not yet found a
record of when or how.

References:
Schweiz. Aerophilatelisten-Verein, Schwei-
zerische Luftpost Handbuch , 2000 edition, pp.
443-449

George W. Hoffman, "SCADTA, the First
Commercial Airline in the Western Hemi-
sphere," Thirty-Fourth American Philatelic
Congress, October 4-6, 1968, pp. 53-73

Wanted: New Editor!
I am in my tenth year as editor. I ap-

preciate the support you all have given me, but
I think you deserve a new editor. I have done
some things well, but a new editor with some
new ideas and different skills can invigorate
the whole organization. Articles for beginning
collectors in various subfields? More outspoken
opinion pieces? More coverage of important

articles printed elsewhere? What else? Obvi-
ously, I wouldn't know!

I'm not declaring my retirement for a
particular date. I can still do this job. But I
believe AHPS would be better served by a
change. Think about it! I will be happy to con-
fer with any of you thinking about volunteering
to be editor, and will assist you in any way I
can.

George Struble

16 TELL March 2009


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

